PUBLIC COMMENT #1

Public Comment to the Ventura County Board of Supervisors
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 — 10:30 a.m.
Good morning, Chair Gorell, Vice Chair Lopez, Supervisor LaVere, Supervisor Long, and Supervisor Parvin.
My name is [Name], and I am speaking on behalf of the Santa Paula Latino Town Hall.
We are here with one clear message:
We demand an end to racial and geographic inequity in health care.
Santa Paula, Fillmore, and Piru deserve a hospital that properly serves our communities.
The future of Santa Paula Hospital is not simply about buildings or budgets. It is about equity, public health, racial justice, community safety, and whether every resident of Ventura County is valued equally.
Ventura County Public Health data reflects approximately a 10-year disparity in life expectancy between Santa Paula and other parts of Ventura County.
We have to ask ourselves:
Would this level of healthcare disparity be accepted if it existed in Camarillo or Thousand Oaks?
Would those communities be asked to accept fewer hospital services, longer distances to care, and fewer healthcare resources?
We don't believe they would.
And we should not accept it here.
We are not asking for special treatment.
We are asking for equal treatment.
Our community has repeatedly told the County what we need. At our May 26 Latino Town Hall healthcare forum, the August 3 Health Care Agency forum in Fillmore, and the August 7 Blue-Ribbon Committee meeting, the message was consistent:
We do not want a glorified urgent-care facility in place of a hospital.
We need meaningful access to emergency and hospital-level care close to home.
That is why we are asking this Board to preserve, retrofit, and modernize the existing Santa Paula Hospital.
Retrofitting is not the end of the road. It should be a bridge to the future while the County continues planning and financing the promised Santa Clara Valley health and social-service campus and any future hospital.
We need both.
We need to protect healthcare today while building the healthcare infrastructure of tomorrow.
The approaching 2030 retrofitting deadline makes action more urgent—not less.
We cannot allow the existing hospital to deteriorate while waiting years for a future project that must still be financed, designed, permitted, constructed, staffed, and opened.
There must be no gap in care.
We are also asking for transparency.
Before this Board makes an irreversible decision affecting hospital services, the public deserves to see the financial facts—including healthcare revenues, grants and supplemental payments, expenditures, administrative costs, the cost of retrofitting, the cost of proposed alternatives, and the projected cost of transportation and replacement services if hospital care is reduced.
The community should not be asked to choose between alternatives without seeing the underlying financial facts.
We also ask this Board to require a public continuity-of-care plan and measurable implementation milestones so residents can see who is responsible, what will be done, when it will be done, and how progress will be reported.
For more than two decades, Santa Paula Latino Town Hall has participated, advocated, volunteered, and offered solutions.
We have done our part.
Now we are asking the County to do its part.
Please preserve hospital-level care in Santa Paula.
Please retrofit and modernize our existing hospital.
Please continue investing in the future hospital and health and social-service infrastructure.
And please ensure that race, income, geography, or ZIP code never determines the quality of healthcare a person receives in Ventura County.
A community should not have to be wealthy to deserve a hospital.
We do not want a glorified urgent-care center.
We deserve a hospital that will serve our community properly.
Thank you.



